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Â Florida is blessed with a large 
variety of aquatic resources

Â2,276 miles tidal shoreline

Â663 miles of coastal beaches 

ÂOver 7,700 freshwater lakes

Â Living on the waterfront is a 
privilege and a responsibility



Types of Wetlands
Â Fresh

Â Lakes, rivers, streams
Â Depressional wetlands
Â Retention ponds
Â Ditches

Â Salt /Brackish
Â Coastal
Â Intercoastal
Â Salt marsh



Environmental Concerns
ÂShoreline over -development

ÂAquatic weeds

ÂDecline in fish &                                     
aquatic organisms

ÂLoss of habitat

ÂWater clarity

ÂWater quality
Â According to the EPA,                                 

nutrient loading is the leading cause of 
impairment to Floridaõs waterways



Be Florida - Friendly
Regardless of the type of waterfront 
property you own, you can help 
preserve Floridaõs natural resources 
through:

Â Shoreline Protection

Â Landscape Design

Â Proper Maintenance 



Shoreline Protection



Protect the Shoreline
ÂVegetated slopes
Â Buffer wave action

Â Absorb nutrients

Â Prevent erosion

Â Attract wildlife



Protect the Shoreline

Â Limestone
ÂBuffers wave action

ÂPrevents erosion

ÂProvides shelter                                              
for wildlife

Native limestone placed along the shoreline 
offers a home to local wildlife.



Protect the Shoreline
ÂShade trees
ÂReduce soil 

compaction by             
intercepting 
rainfall

ÂPrevent erosion

ÂMaintain water 
temperature

Thermal pollution (hot water) threatens the 
health of fish and other aquatic wildlife.



Waterfront Restrictions
ÂWetlands are considered òwaters of 
the United StatesóSection 404 of the Clean 
Water Act

ÂThe US Army Corps of Engineers has 
jurisdiction over wetlands adjacent to 
navigable waters

ÂSubmerged lands past the òMean             
High Watermarkó are protected by     
the FL Department of Environmental 
Protection



Waterfront Restrictions

Â Permit required to:
Â Alter shoreline protection 

structures (seawalls) 

Â Prune or remove native vegetation

Seek expert 
advice to 
modify 
seawalls!



Landscape Design



ÂRequiring little inputs of fertilizer, 
pesticides, and water

ÂFiltering impurities from water before 
it reaches water bodies

A carefully designed Florida Yard can be 
beautiful and environmentally friendly:



Select plants based 
on site conditions:
Â Acid alkaline- (test your soilõs pH)

Â Dry moist

Â Full sun shade

Â Heat cold

Â Space

Â Obstructions

Â Salt



Reduce plant maintenance needs by 
selecting appropriate plant materialé

Â Choose low- maintenance                      
& native plants with:
Â Few pest problems

Â Low nutrient and                         
water requirements

Â Low weediness potential

Â Flood tolerance

Coral Porterweed                
Stachytarpheta speciosa



éand planting in the right place
Â Create a buffer of low -maintenance 

plants between the lawn and shore or 
seawall to absorb nutrients

Â Install a fertilizer deflector shield

Apply no 
fertilizers or 
pesticides 
past the 
buffer zone



Definitions
ÂNative -a species occurring naturally in 

an environment or region
ÂEndemic- Native to and restricted to a 

particular geographic region
ÂExotic ña species introduced to an area
Â Invasive exotic ñan exotic that, not 

only has naturalized, but is expanding  
on its own 

ČNot all exotic plants are invasive!



Appropriate          
Shoreline Plants

Sea Oat           
Uniola paniculata  
(USDA Zone 7 -11)

The extensive root 
systems of Sea Oat holds 

sand particles in place.



(USDA Zone 10B-11)

Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans

Blackrush (USDA Zone 7 -11)

Juncus roemerianus

Sawgrass (USDA Zone 8 -11)

Cladium jamaicense

Salt Tolerant 
Plants



Salt Tolerant 
Plants

Sea Oxeye Daisy (USDA Zone 10A -11)

Borrichia frutescens

Seashore Paspalum (USDA Zone 8)

Paspalum vaginatum  (Swartz)

Cordgrass (USDA Zone 8 -11)

Spartina spp.


